Objective: To examine differences in the AIDS-related knowledge, attitudes Conclusions: While the extent of sexual behaviour among these young people has remained essentially unchanged over the past five years, the extent of self-reported condom use has increased markedly. The general decline in attitudinal measures among young men contrasts with a marked improvement among young women and suggests the need for education programs targeted specifically at this group.
Introduction
Sequential surveys of HIV/AIDS-related knowledge, attitudes and behaviour can be an effective method for monitoring the impact of HIV/AIDS education campaigns on specific populations. Such studies can be used to monitor not only the general patterns of change over time, but can provide critical insights into the differential uptake of educational messages and allow fine-tuning of educational strategies or offer evidence of the need for new or different approaches. The value of such studies is in part demonstrated through the significant role they played in the recent evaluation of the Australian National HIV/AIDS Strategy. ' Condom use has been the focus of a number of these studies, one (table  1) . However, in both samples the females outnumbered males, and the majority were aged 18 or 19 years and living with their parents. More marked differences were noted with respect to institution, living arrangements and course of study and these variables were also included in all analyses. The differences raise the possibility that the sample may not be strictly comparable, possibly due to the different recruitment strategies. The analyses that follow included all available demographic variables so that the possibility of sampling differences could be examined. However, the focus of this study was change over time and whether such changes were the same for males and females. Therefore, significant effects relating to factors other than sex and cohort will not be reported unless they significantly interact with either sex or cohort.
Attitudes to precautions Abrogation of responsibility There was a significant main effect of sex with males reporting more abrogation of responsibility than females ( (table 3) . A significant main effect of institution was found in relation to avoiding haemophiliacs and there was also a significant interaction between institution and cohort for this item. These effects indicated that students at University A were generally more likely to avoid haemophiliacs but this difference had largely disappeared by 1994. Analysis of variance of the number of groups avoided indicated a significant main effect of sex (F(, 1509) = 92.9, p < 0O001) with males avoiding more groups than females and a significant main effect of cohort (F(1 1509) =17.2, p < 0.001). There was a sex by cohort interaction (F(l 1509) = 12.1, p = 0O001) indicating that females had become less avoidant whereas males were more so. There was also a significant interaction between cohort and institution (F (2 1509 Finally, these findings may reflect uncertainties and concerns of young men as they attempt to deal with feminism and new meanings of masculinity, in the context of redefining male sexuality.
The gap between males and females in attitudes suggests that there may be a different basis for condom use by the sexes and highlights the complexity of the links between knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours. While there is no simple relationship between these three in relation to HIV/AIDS,12 the data presented here suggest the possibility of an inverse relationship for males, namely a decline in appropriate attitudes being coupled with a marked increase in appropriate behaviour. For females, the pattern of relationships is as may be expected, with increased condom use associated with more positive attitudes.
Regardless of this additional complexity, and in spite of the improvements in the extent of condom use among these cohorts, the rates of condom use still fall below those which may be desirable for the prevention of transmission of HIV and other sexually transmissible diseases among these sexually active young adults. Furthermore, given that HIV/AIDS education campaigns aim to change behaviour and promote more positive attitudes towards people affected by the virus, the Australian experience demonstrates only partial success. The general decline in attitudinal measures among young men contrasts with a marked improvement among young men contrasts with a marked improvement among young women and suggests the need for education programs targeted specifically at this group.
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